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Members of Miami’s Institutional Response Team (IRT) continue conversations and meetings with public 

health officials, including members of the Butler County Health District and the Ohio Department of Health. As 

stated in yesterday’s campus health update, no new suspected cases have emerged from Miami University, 

Butler County, or the State of Ohio that require testing by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). Additionally, we are still awaiting the test results of the two samples sent to the CDC earlier this week. 

As you've likely heard, the first human-to-human transmission in the United States was confirmed today in 

Illinois. Human-to-human transmission is not a new development and was confirmed shortly after the 

identification of the Novel Coronavirus. Similar to those previous transmissions, the case in Illinois involved 

intimate human contact, according to ODH. 

Additionally, the World Health Organization announced today that it is classifying the Novel Coronavirus a 

global health emergency. This new classification will help to free up global resources to further help contain the 

spread of the virus and treat those impacted. This change doesn't alter any of the current guidance regarding 

prevention measures. ODH noted that the CDC guidelines remain in place -- They do not recommend 

preventatively isolating individuals who have traveled to China. Additionally, the guidelines involving 

preventative hygiene measures remain unchanged. Miami continues to follow these protocols. 

IRT echoes President Crawford’s message from earlier in the week: “At Miami, we treat each other with 

compassion, care, and understanding. As always, our number one priority is the safety and well-being of our 

students, faculty, staff, and campus community.” 

Please continue visiting Miami’s website for the latest information on this situation. Miami is continually 

updating the frequently asked questions section of the site. 
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